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ON SOME POINTS IN REGARD TO QUT-

BREAKS OF ASIATIC-CHOLERA,

BY
N
Grorae Homan, M. D., of St. Louis.
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Inasmuch as a more or less well defined feeling seems to
now exist among the people in some parts at least of the Missis-
sippi valley, that a visitation of Asiatic cholera may be expected
here at no distant day and, further, as this feeling seems to be
based on the common belief in the reappearance of cholera in
North America at intervals of about seventeen years it may
not be out of place to sketch in bare outline and give sharp promi-
nence to some of the faets and truths in relation to this disease
that have most fully commended themselves to the sober, unbia-
sed and practical judgment of those generally deemed best quali-
fied to pass upon the matter in question. This may be done now
with a degree of fitness as the subjects of the nature, origin etec.
of this disease were touched upon when the question of the cho-
lera epidemic of 1878 in this country was broached in this socie-
ty several weeks ago. And whatever may be here said is not
put forth with the least hope of adding any new facts to the
almost limitless literature of cholera, but, mainly from the stand-
point of preventive or state medicine, to refresh the minds of
members present and, at the outset, to enter a protest against
a tendency too common among medical men to search the clouds
and visit the moon in seeking the causes of infectious diseases
when in all probabillty they exist under our very noses, in local
unwholesome conditions that should in reason silence the voice
of vague and fruitless speculation as to how uiseases originate
and spread, until critical and painstaking search and work have
uncoverced and eradicated every possible source of danger to
individual and public health.

From the best evidence it may be safely said that the place of
origin of cholera was the delta of the Gauges where, under tro-
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