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afterwards undervalued—in both cases to the public disad-
vantage.

In particular, the Committee cannot concur in the state-
ment (at § 10 of the Report above quoted), that * science
“ might secure to the whole population of this country such
“ sanitary measures (involving protection from disease, suffer-
“ ing, and premature death), as are actually extended to the in-
“ mates of well-regulated prisons;” where, it is to be remem-
bered, the diet, clothing, and whole mode of life, and inter-
course with the rest of the community, are completely under
the power of the authorities regulating those institutions.

The Members of this Committee have witnessed too many
and too extensive epidemies of fever, and are too well aware
of the varying circumstances under which these may be dif-
fused, to entertain any expectation, that, by all the sanitary
measures here proposed, such epidemics can be prevented from
recurring occasionally ; or their symptoms and mortality from
varying, as they often do, in all ranks of society, or their ex-
tension among the poorest people—who will inevitably crowd
together, particularly in cold weather, in rooms, the atmo-
sphere of which will necessarily become foul and offensive—
be controlled as in a barrack or prison. They very much
doubt whether the “ slaughter of the living by the dead ;”
i. e., the extension of epidemic disease by the retention of
dead bodies in inhabited houses, has been a material cause
of the propagation of fever in the great towns of Scotland,
which are known to have suffered much more from this cause
than those in England. And they cannot concur in the ge-
neral and unqualified assertion, that, ¢ wherever animal and
“vegetable matters are in a state of decomposition, a poison
¢ iy generated,””* capable of producing fever or other epide-
mic disease. If this last assertion had been correct, there
are many parts of this town in which such diseases would con-
stantly prevail ; or, at least, always be apt to affect strangers
taking up their abode there ; whereas it consists with the know-
ledge of this Committee, that there are no parts of the town
constantly liable to such diseases ; that although these spread

* Report of Committee in London, section 73.
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most rapidly and most extensively in the filthiest and worst-
aired parts, yet, even in these, they prevail only occasionally ;
and that when they do prevail, their origin may generally
be traced to émportation from places previously affected, and
their extension to the effluvia arising from the lving subjects,
applied, directly or indirectly, to those who become succes-
sively affected.

All that these sanitary measures can effect will not purify
the air of the interior of the crowded rooms, inhabited by the
dissipated and improvident poor, or by the destitute poor ; or
do more than diminish the variety of disease and suffering,
which may be ascribed, in part, to the impurity of that air.
And although much may be done by religious and moral in-
struction,—by an enlightened and general system of inproved
secular education, especially as addressed to those who stand
most in need of sanitary improvement,—and by the well-re-
gulated relief of destitution, to correct the evils which spring
from dissipation or from indigence, yet it is only necessary
to advert to the great mass of suffering, permanently included
under the name of the Irish Poor, in every large town in this
country,—to the effects of stagnation of trade in any of the
manufacturing districts,—or to the faulty construction of
large portions of such a town as this, which are private pro-
perty, and cannot be rapidly altered,—in order to perceive
that any such measures, for a long time to come, can only
be partially successful.

But if the public expectation, as to the effect of these mea-
sures, be not raised above a reasonable height,—if it be only
affirmed that the health of all towns may be gradually but
materially improved ; the extension of epidemics in them be
restrained ; the probability of life, even in large and ill-situated
towns, be very considerably increased ; and the comfort and
happiness of all classes of the inhabitants be materially pro-
moted ;—the Committee have the greatest pleasure in say-
ing, that they think all these benefits may be confidently an-
ticipated from these measures.

W. P. ALISON, Convener.
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